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	AOT Staff Meeting
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On December 17th, 2011 the Armies of Tennessee held its 2011 Christmas Meeting and Dinner. The event was held at the Pickwick Inn & Resort at the Pickwick Landing State Park in Tennessee. Pickwick Landing was a beautiful location for the meeting, and was just a few miles away from the site of the Battle of Shiloh, not to mention the site for the 150th Battle of Shiloh hosted by the Armies of Tennessee.

Before the meeting General Tom Doss had a chance to show off the site of the 150th Battle of Shiloh in Counce, Tennessee. The Plot Plan for the event was handed out, and the trip was full of discussions regarding locations for the camps, sutlers, parking, and of course the battle itself. With only a couple of months left to go, everything seems to be coming along wonderfully.

At 4:00pm at the Pickwick Inn & Resort’s Conference Room, the Staff Meeting was called to order. The meeting was presided over by Major General Tom Doss, commander of the Armies of Tennessee. Various topics were discussed, including the 150th Anniversary Event Schedule for 2012, and preparations for both Fort Donelson and Shiloh.

At the conclusion of the Staff Meeting, all were welcomed to the buffet at Pickwick Inn & Resort to enjoy the wonderful food. With well over 100 members of the Armies of Tennessee, and representatives from various other organizations in attendance, additional tables and chairs had to be brought in to accommodate everyone. With the seating settled, and the food eaten, the General Meeting was called to order. 
	The topic of Fort Donelson and Shiloh were briefly brought up, with assurances that both were still going strong, and nearly ready for battle. General Ken Sumner of the Alabama Division of Reenactors addressed the crowd and said that he had come expecting to see a “crowd of corpses”, due to all the recent rumors of the status of the Armies of Tennessee. Looking over at over a hundred people in attendance he exclaimed “this is the finest bunch of corpses I’ve ever seen!”

At the conclusion of the meeting, an announcement was made concerning the fundraising efforts for the Children of the Confederacy. Donations were encouraged to the Children of the Confederacy, as well several items being raffled off. By the end of the night the fundraiser had raised $1,000 for the Children of the Confederacy! In addition the Children of the Confederacy will receive 10% of the net proceeds from the 150th Battle of Shiloh.

It is important to stress that this is not the “Armies of Tennessee” raising money for this wonderful organization, but individual members of the Reenacting Community. We are all proud to have been able to raise the money, and look forward to continued relationship with the Children of the Confederacy.
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	The Children of the Confederacy
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The Children of the Confederacy is an organization of young people from infancy through the General Convention after their eighteenth birthday who are descendants of men or women who honorably served the Confederate States of America in the Army, Navy, or Civil capacity. The objects of the organization are to broaden the scope of interest in the projects of the Children of the Confederacy that are Historical, Benevolent, Educational, Patriotic, and Memorial. To honor and perpetuate the memory and deeds of high principles of the men and women of the Confederacy. To observe properly all Confederate Memorial Days. To strengthen the ties of friendship among members of the Organization. To serve society through civic affairs and to perpetuate National patriotism as our ancestors once defended their beliefs.

The Children of the Confederacy Chapters are sponsored by Chapters of the United Daughters of the Confederacy.
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	150th Battle of Shiloh

Frequently Asked Questions
Which 150th Shiloh was first?

In 2000, General Tom Doss of the Armies of Tennessee took over the Shiloh event after the disaster of the 135th Shiloh, hosting the 138th Anniversary of the battle. Thus began a twelve year run as hosting the Anniversary of the Battle of Shiloh. In 2002 the Armies of Tennessee under General Tom Doss once again hosted the Battle of Shiloh for the 140th Anniversary. Again in 2007 the Armies of Tennessee under General Tom Doss hosted the 145th Anniversary of the Battle of Shiloh. Plans were made immediately to host the 150th Anniversary in 2012.

In January of 2009 it was announced yet again that the Armies of Tennessee would be hosting the 150th Battle of Shiloh by General Rick Revel. The announcement was posted on the Armies of Tennessee’s official website at that time.

On January 23rd, 2010 the Armies of Tennessee met with seven high ranking officials from Savannah and Hardin County, Tennessee that represented the local governing body as well as tourism and heritage preservation. Contact was also made on the State and National Level with officials from the Legislative Branch of the Government. At that very meeting General Tom Doss announced that he had secured the land leases for the event site in 2009.

Why are there two Shiloh events?

That is a good question, but as the Armies of Tennessee is the original host of the 150th Battle of Shiloh we are unable to answer why an additional event was scheduled.

Why not merge the two Shiloh events?

Attempts were made to consolidate the two Shiloh events since May 23rd, 2011 when General Tom Doss sent a certified letter to General Joe Way of the Blue Gray Alliance. It was clearly stated that the Armies of Tennessee had announced since 2009 that they would host the event, and it was offered that the Blue Gray Alliance attend Shiloh while retaining command of their own troops. This effort was refused by General Way.


	Why not fold the AoT Shiloh?

In June of 2011 the Armies of Tennessee and allied organizations held a Staff Meeting to discuss the very topic of simply folding the event. Passionate statements were made by several attendees and it was decided that the Armies of Tennessee would not fold its event.

Some people think we should fold the event for the sake of the hobby, but consider this; where does it stop? We are already experiencing the negative reaction of the “Dueling Events”, first was Shiloh, now there’s Antietam, what’s next? The decision to continue with our event was not for personal glory or stubbornness, but rather a decision to make a stand against what we view as a negative trend emerging in this hobby. We know the 150th Shiloh is not the first “Dueling Event”, and we know it won’t be the last, but we have chosen to make a stand for what we believe is right. 
What does the AoT offer?

We have no fancy special effects to offer, however we do offer an experienced event staff and a time tested event. General Tom Doss has not only been hosting National Level events for many years, he has hosted this very event for twelve years. For those twelve years he has worked to revive the event that was nearly killed off due to the 135th disaster known as “Mudloh” in 1997. He revived the event by securing new land that proved to be less muddy than the previous land (and now current land with the second Shiloh). The 140th and 145th Shiloh did exactly as General Doss hoped it would and they were both highly successful as well.

What is the command structure?

The Confederate Commander is General Tom Doss of the Armies of Tennessee, with Union Commander being General Earl Zeckman of the Military Division of the Mississippi. Various other organizations will be attending as well, such as; the Army of the French Broad, Alabama Division of Reenactors, Southern Guards Brigade, States Rights Volunteers, and many more. You may view the Pledged Unit list on the official website for the 150th Battle of Shiloh. 

Each organization will retain their command of their troops, 
	simply accepting the senior command as laid out on our Main Page.
How well will we be taken care of?

Hay for bedding and horses will be provided, as well as water, firewood, and restroom facilities. Event Staff will be traveling from camp to camp to ensure that all needs are taken care of.

As for on the field, there will be several Medical Service impressions that will serve in Hospital Camps and behind the line to ensure that everyone remains safe and has access to additional water if need be.

In addition, Harden County Emergency Services and the Armies of Tennessee have already met and discussed the Emergency Preparedness Plan for the 150th Battle of Shiloh. Emergency Services are standing by to ensure that any emergency can be dealt with quickly.

What website can I go to for more Information?

For more information please visit the official website for the 150th Battle of Shiloh at http://shiloh150th.com.

For additional information regarding the Armies of Tennessee please visit the official website at http://armiesoftennessee.com
Additional Contact Information
Gen Tom Doss, Commanding AoT
(931) 964-3700

tomandmel99@gmail.com 

Gen Rick Revel, AoT Executive Officer
(731) 243-7356

rrevelthepatriot@gmail.com
General Ken Doss, AoT 1st Brigade Cmdr

(865) 386-0797

kenny.doss@carlisletire.com
General Ken Sumner, Ala Div Cmdr

(678) 939-3679

mtrifles@msn.com
Lieut Col Billy Altom, Adjutant

(731) 616-8945

forrestescort@aol.com
Capt Matthew Mallory, AoT 2nd Brig Adj
(256) 325-5058

matthew.j.mallory@gmail.com 
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	Pre-Registration Deadline Fast Approaching!

The Deadline for the Pre-Registration of both the 150th Battle of Fort Donelson and the 150th Battle of Shiloh is fast approaching. February 1st, 2012 is just one month away, which is the deadline for both events.

If you miss the Pre-Registration Deadline, the Registration Fee for the event jumps from $10 to $15.

The deadline for the Tennessee River Campaign special price will also end on February 1st, 2012. The fee to attend both events after the deadline will jump to $30 ($15 each).

With many units already registered, now is your chance to join in and take part of the historic 150th Anniversary of both Fort Donelson and Shiloh.

Register for the 150th Battle of Fort Donelson at

http://fortdonelson.org
Register for the 150th Battle of Shiloh at

http://shiloh150th.com
View the Armies of Tennessee’s 150th Anniversary Schedule, as well as our 2012 Event Schedule at

http://armiesoftennessee.com
	150th Battle of Fort Donelson

March 2nd – 4th, 2012

Stewart/Houston County Industrial Park

Erin, Tennessee

Easy to come and go with 7 entrances surrounding the park, plus shuttle services to paved parking lots.

Included are the usual amenities, with a Ladies Tea and a Period Ball.

Military actions include a tactical, the Confederate Breakout, Charge of the 14th Iowa, and Forrest’s Retreat.

Sunday Memorial at the Confederate Cemetery for

Captain Samuel T. Allen

50th Tennessee Infantry

Campaigning, Civilian and Modern camping are all here.

General Ken Doss

Armies of Tennessee

Confederate Commander

General Ken Sumner

Alabama Division

Union Commander

Pre-Registration is $10

Registration is $15 after 

February 1st, 2012

If Pre-Registered with the 150th Battle of Shiloh (AoT), Pre-Registration is only $5.

The 150th Battle of Fort Donelson is hosted by

Porter’s Battery

And the

Armies of Tennessee

Visit our website at

http://fortdonelson.org 
	150th Battle of Shiloh

March 30th – April 1st, 2012

145 Possum Trot Road

Counce, Tennessee

On the same grounds as the highly successful 140th & 145th Battle of Shiloh

Usual amenities provided

Ladies Tea & Period Ball

Friendly Fire Incident of the Orleans Guard Battalion!

Non Spectator Battle

Rhea Springs & Shiloh Church

Saturday Battles

Sunken Road – Hornet’s Nest

Sunday Battle

Grant’s Counterattack

General Tom Doss

Armies of Tennessee

Confederate Commander

General Earl Zeckman

Military Division of the Mississippi

Union Commander

Pre-Registration is $10

Registration is $15 after 

February 1st, 2012

The 150th Battle of Shiloh is hosted by

The Armies of Tennessee

Visit our website at

http://shiloh150th.com 


Pg 3
[image: image13.jpg]§ THE ARGUS .

| OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER S
' ARMIES OF TENN'ESSEE




                                                   [image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.jpg]



	AOT & Hardin Co Ready For Shiloh
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On December 7th, 2011, General Tom Doss, Commanding General of the Armies of Tennessee, along with Chief of Staff of the 2nd Brigade, Major Larry Carter, AoT Medial & Film Liaison Colonel Richard Baker, and AoT Public Relations Coordinator Nita Rutledge met with Emergency Management officials to coordinate their efforts for the coming 150th Anniversary Commemoration of the Battle of Shiloh, scheduled for March 30th through April 1st, 2012 in Counce, Tennessee.
The meeting was just the latest in a series of meetings between local and state officials and the Armies of Tennessee, starting back as far as 2010 when General Rick Revel announced to the various officials of the intentions to host the reenactment of the Battle of Shiloh, continuing with a long tradition that started in 2000.
Plans for the 150th Anniversary of the Battle of Shiloh is still going strong, and with only a few months left there are a lot of people busy to make sure it is once again a successful.
	150th Battle of Shiloh Schedule

Friday (March 30th, 2012)

7:00am …………... Registration Opens

8:00am …………..... Sutler Row Opens

9:00am …………... School Days Begin

5:00pm ……….… Battle: Hells Hollow

Saturday (March 31st, 2012)

Dawn Non-Spectator Battle: Rhea Springs & Shiloh Church

8:30am ……………...…. Officer’s Call

9:00am ……….. Camps Open to Public

9:00am ……………. Sutler Row Opens

9:30am.... History of the Battle of Shiloh

9:30am ………………………….. Drill

11:00am …………….……. Ladies Tea

12:00pm ………………... Lunch Break

1:00pm ….. Weapons/Troop Inspection

2:00pm Battle: Sunken Road/Hornet’s Nest

6:00pm ……... Camps Closed to Public

7:00pm …………………… Period Ball

10:00pm ………………… Taps/Tattoo

Sunday (April 1st, 2012)

7:00am ………………….…… Reveille

9:00am ………………… Officer’s Call

9:00am ……………. Sutler Row Opens

9:00am ……….. Camps Open to Public

10:00am …………...... Church Services

12:00pm ……………...… Lunch Break

1:00pm ….. Weapons/Troop Inspection

2:00pm ….. Battle: Grant’s Counterattack

5:00pm ……... Camps Closed to Public
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1862 - 2012

150th Battle of Fort Donelson

March 2nd – 4th, 2012

Erin, Tennessee

150th Battle of Shiloh

March 30th – April 1st, 2012

Counce, Tennessee

150th Raid on Murfreesboro

June 14th, 2012

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

1863 - 2013

150th Tullahoma Campaign

May 31st – June 2nd, 2013

Wartrace, Tennessee

150th Battle of Murfreesboro

September 27th – 29th, 2013

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

1864 - 2014

150th Battle of Atlanta

September 19th – 21st, 2014

Atlanta, Georgia

1865 – 2015

150th Battle of Selma

Spring of 2015
Selma, Alabama
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	Armies of Tennessee

Hosted & Supported

2012 Event Schedule

Living History & Recruitment

January 22nd – 23rd, 2012

Knoxville, Tennessee

Battle of Aiken 
February 24th – 26th, 2012

Aiken, South Carolina

Battle of Sipsey

February 24th – 26th, 2012

Fayette, Alabama

Defense of Quitman

February 24th – 26th, 2012

Quitman, Mississippi

150th Battle of Fort Donelson

March 2nd – 4th, 2012

Erin, Tennessee

Battle of Cuba Station

March 9th – 11th, 2012

Gainsville, Alabama

Siege at Bridgeport

March 23rd – 25th, 2012

Bridgeport, Alabama

150th Battle of Shiloh

March 30th – April 1st, 2012

Counce, Tennessee

Blount County Historical Museum

April 20th – 22nd, 2012

Maryville, Tennessee

Battle of Selma

April 26th – 29th, 2012

Selma, Alabama

Cumberland Gap

April 27th – 29th, 2012

Cumberland Gap, Tennessee

Skirmish on the Holston

May 11th – 13th, 2012

Knoxville, Tennessee

Burning of the Courthouse

May 12th, 2012

Linden, Tennessee

Battle of Sacramento

May 18th – 20th, 2012

McLean County, Kentucky
	Bushwacking on the Russell Fork

May 25th – 27th, 2012

Elkhorn City, Kentucky

Skirmish at Tannehill

May 25th – 27th, 2012

McCalla, Alabama

Battle of Sugar Creek

T.B.A.
Five Points, Tennessee

Skirmish at Buckhorn Tavern

June 15th – 17th, 2012

New Market, Alabama

Battle of Mossy Creek

June 29th – July 1st, 2012

New Market, Tennessee

150th Raid on Murfreesboro

July 14th, 2012

Murfreesboro, Tennessee

Sam Houston School House

August 3rd – 4th, 2012

Maryville, Tennessee

Battle of Richmond, Kentucky

August 24th – 26th, 2012

Richmond, Kentucky

Battle of Decatur

August 31st – September 2nd, 2012
Decatur, Alabama

Battle of Tunnel Hill

September 7th – 9th, 2012

Tunnel Hill, Georgia

Fight Along the Little Tennessee

September 7th – 9th, 2012

Vonore, Tennessee

Battle of Fort Negley

T.B.A.

Nashville, Tennessee

Battle of Columbus/Belmont

October 5th – 7th, 2012

Columbus, Kentucky

Loosahatchie Crossing

October 5th – 7th, 2012

Mason, Tennessee

150th Battle of Parker’s Crossroads

November 2nd – 4th, 2012

Parker’s Crossroads, Tennessee
	Battle of Nolichucky

November 2nd – 4th, 2012

Jonesborough, Tennessee

Battle of Fort Dickerson

November 9th – 11th, 2012

Knoxville, Tennessee

Skirmish at Warm Springs

November 3rd – 4th, 2012

Hot Springs, North Carolina

Battles for the Armory

November 11th – 13th, 2012

Tallassee, Alabama

Middle Tennessee Civil War Show

December 1st – 2nd, 2012

Franklin, Tennessee

Battle at Congaree Creek

T.B.A.

Gaston, South Carolina

Armies of Tennessee Christmas Dinner

T.B.A.

National Events are listed in BOLD.
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	Grand Pa’s Flag

“I remember how, each morning, he’d rise before us all

And I’d hear his muffled footsteps, as he paddled down the hall

The many years he’d labored, hand left his body bent and gray

But Grandpa had a reason, for getting up each day

A well-worn box sat on a shelf, beside his rocking chair

I don’t know where it came from, seems it always had been there

Inside the box, a tattered cloth, of crimson, blue, and white

And he’d gaze at it each morning, with tears that dimmed his sight

On special days, he raised it still, on the pole outside our door

And he’d tell us kids, in reverent tones, what that tattered cloth stood for

The red reminds me of the Wheat field, where Pickett’s men were slain

When seven thousand good men fell, amidst the bloodied grain

The blue, I guess, brings back to mind, the loneliness and cold

Of a Shenandoah winter, a thousand miles from home

And the pure white stars, well they’re Generals, for Jackson, Stuart, and Bee

And that big one in the middle there, is for Robert Edward Lee!

Each bullet hole is a battle won, each tear is a comrade lost

Each stain is for a wounded friend, who paid the final cost

Ol’ Grandpa must have loved that flag, he stayed near it every day

And so Grandpa took it with him, when he finally passed away

And if there’s a flagpole up in heaven, there’s no tear in Grandpa’ eye

‘Cause I know he’s back in uniform, and his beloved flag flies high!

By Ronnie Hatfield
	Humor

Union General A. J. Smith, with 20,000 men was ordered to rid Mississippi of “that devil Forrest.” Smith moved cautiously, usually in battle formations against Forrest. Nathan Bedford Forrest, who had only 3,200 men, devised a daring plan. He left part of his army under General Chalmers to delay Smith and took the rest on a 100-mile detour to attack Memphis. On August 21st, Smith wired Sherman, “I have thoroughly defeated Forrest.” Sherman ended Smith’s invasion of Mississippi when he wired back, “Forrest occupied your headquarters today.”
	WBTS Trivia Question

Winners will get a $25.00 gift card at Dixie Outlet. 

This California Governor, who ran for Congress in 1863 as a Southern-Friendly Independent, was the first Governor of California to complete a full term.

1.) John Bigler

2.) John McDougall

3.) J. Neely Johnson

4.) Samuel Purdy

Winners will be chosen by drawings, out of the correct answers submitted to us at

argusaot@gmail.com 

Congrats to

Matt Beyers
For last Issue’s Question
Braxton Bragg was appointed to command the Confederate Army of the Mississippi after P.G.T. Beauregard was accursed of being Absent Without Leave.
The winner will receive a $25.00 gift card at Dixie Outlet

http://dixieoutlet.com
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	Letter from the Editor

With the coming of the New Year, we all begin to set our sights on upcoming events. Meetings are held usually in January or February to plan out the events of the year. With that in mind, we are also aware of this year’s importance on the 150th Anniversary.

With several 150th Anniversary events planned out, and two National Level 150th Events, 2012 looks to be a busy year.

With the importance of these events, let us also remember another important issue; Safety. Many of us will be “seeing the elephant” for the first time, especially once we enter fields of over a thousand reenactors. It is everyone’s responsibility to keep an eye out for each other, and make sure that all the safety rules are being followed. Not just the General’s or the Captain’s responsibility, it’s everyone’s.

We want everyone to have fun, and have fun honoring the memory of their ancestors, but we want everyone to stay safe as well.

Your humble servant,

Captain Matthew Joe Mallory

Editor
	Classifieds

Recruitment

4th Tennessee Cavalry, Co A

Recruiting out of Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi. Mounted & Dismounted. Civilians welcome. U.S. & C.S.

Captain Matthew Joe Mallory

matthew.j.mallory@gmail.com
http://4tncav.webs.com
Orleans Guard Battalion @ 150th Shiloh

More recruits are needed for the portrayal of the Orleans Guard Battalion at the 150th Battle of Shiloh. The Battalion will participate in a Friendly Fire Incident while wearing dark blue uniforms, even though they will be Confederate. Please contact Captain Matthew Joe Mallory for more information at matthew.j.mallory@gmail.com. 
Sutlers
Dixie Outlet
Your stop for War Between the States souvenirs, gifts, and reenacting supplies. Teach Tools, DVDs, CDs, and more are also available. Visit our website at http://www.dixieoutlet.com. 

Squaw Creek Sutlery

The Official Flag Maker for the Armies of Tennessee. Historically Correct & Custom Flags since 1995. Visit our website at http://squawcreeksutler.wordpress.com.

For Sale

“A Servant’s Story” by Paul Jackson

Hardcover = $25.99 Paperback = $16.99

http://friesenpress.com 
	The Argus Staff

Editor …...….. Capt Matthew Joe Mallory

Correspondent ………….... Manuel Jaime

Contributor …………..… Rebecca Sowell

Contributor ... Col Richard William Baker

If you would like to contribute anything to The Argus, please contact us at

argusaot@gmail.com
The Argus is the official newsletter of the Armies of Tennessee, and covers important news within and around the organization.
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